
Wine Analysis
Varietal: 70% Roussane,
30% Grenache Blanc
Alcohol: 13% 
Total Acidity: 5.52 g/l 
pH: 3.37 
Residual Sugar: 2 g/l 
SO2: 98 mg/l 

Vintage Conditions
The third in a series of La Niña
influenced vintages, 2023 was
perhaps the most extreme. In an
erratic season, the consistent theme
was of cooler than average
temperatures and wet weather
periods during the ripening period.
Yields varied massively from site to
site and this meant for massive
variations in ripening periods and
more detailed vineyard work than
ever before. The lack of intense heat
resulted in one of the latest seasons
on record and the wines made
display elegance, brilliant aromatics
and supreme balance.

‘WALKING WITH KINGS’ 
GRENACHE BLANC 2023 
Mclaren Vale, South Australia

Technical Notes
Handpicked Roussanne from Sellicks
Hills, biodynamic Grenache Blanc
from Kangarilla. Both varieties are
handpicked and fermented separately.
Roussanne is whole bunch pressed,
lightly settled and wild fermented in
French oak. Grenache Blanc is
oxidatively handled prior to wild
ferment in concrete. The two
components blend prior to bottling.
Ned Goodwin (James Halliday –
95pts; James Suckling – 95 pts) had
this to say on the 2022 vintage: A
blend of 60% Roussanne, the
remainder Grenache Blanc. This is
excellent. The kind of varieties, despite
the young vines, boding so well for a
bright future. Tatami straw, lemon
drop, quinine, pickled stone fruits and
ginger. Long and drawn out across a
spindle of tannin chew as much as an
intuitive verb of maritime freshness.
Soft, mind you, but perfectly
positioned. A mid-weighted wine of
textural tapestry, poise and verve.

Tasting Note
A richly textured white wine with
creamy, aromatic and exotic notes from
Roussanne and more vibrant, green
apple from Grenache. The end result is a
wine so versatile, complex yet so
moreish. 

Scores/Reviews 

About this Wine

When you’ve built a brand that revolves
around sourcing interesting and often
ancient vineyards, and you treat your
growers respectfully and you pay them
well – good things are bound to come
your way. Giles was lucky enough to
latch onto these two fruit parcels and
has produced a Rhône-inspired white
which takes the richly textured
Roussanne and blends it with the crisp,
green apple and citrus of Grenache
Blanc to create a wine of real balance
and complexity. Walking with Kings is
a wine that we have always wanted to
make - one that is true to our original
goals and is not driven by commercial
compromise.
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